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On the Institutional Provision and Optimization of Non—-academic Standards in Chinese Universities’ Degree Awarding
CHEN Shenggiang
(School of Discipline Inspection and Supervision, Henan University, Zhengzhou 450046 )

Abstract: The non—academic standards for granting degrees in higher education refer to the qualifications that degree
applicants should meet in terms of political awareness and moral character. The rough provisions regarding non—academic standards
in the 'Degree Regulations’ and the theoretical and practical disputes surrounding these standards have generated a strong demand
for the formulation of the 'Degree Law’. The 'Degree Law’ confirms the legality and legitimacy of non—academic standards and
systematically integrates the accumulated experience from the reform of the degree system; however, it still relies on supporting
systems to concretize the legal provisions of non—academic standards. Strengthening the provision of supporting systems for non—
academic standards should adhere to the principle of safeguarding institutional autonomy in education, promote the connection and
application of relevant laws and regulations with the 'Degree Law’, modify and improve the supporting rules and normative
documents, and establish a connected regulatory system under the overarching university charter, involving self-regulation, filing
reviews by educational administrative departments, and judicial reviews, to achieve the unity of protecting the legitimate rights and
interests of degree applicants and ensuring the quality of degrees.

Keywords: degree regulation, degree law, non—academic standard, institutional provision, institutional autonomy in education
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