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A Review of Issues and Prospective Pathways for the
Adjustment of Discipline and Program Structure in Chinese
Higher Education

WANG Zhanjun ZHANG Wei ZHAI Yajun

Abstract: Disciplines and academic programs constitute the core pillars of higher education, and their structural adjustment
serves as a critical lever and strategic engine for implementing the national strategy of building a strong education system.
China’s adjustment of discipline and program structures faces three structural contradictions: a temporal imbalance of fast
versus slow, a perceptual disjunction of near versus far, and an ecological disconnect of internal versus external. At the root
of these challenges, rigid administrative controls and entrenched approval procedures hinder timely and flexible responses
to strategically urgent national priorities. At the market level, fragmented demand signals and the absence of coordination
mechanisms prevent accurate transmission of industry and enterprise needs to the practical configuration of academic programs.
At the institutional level, path dependency and limited responsiveness within universities, combined with underdeveloped
interdisciplinary organizational structures, resource allocation, and evaluative incentive mechanisms, constrain the internal
dynamism and effectiveness of program adjustments. Addressing these challenges requires activating dynamic response
mechanisms to construct a flexible adjustment system that balances speed and order, aligning adjustments with strategic demand
to transition from passive adaptation to proactive responsiveness, and fostering an open, collaborative ecosystem to create an
interlinked, cross-sectoral academic development community. And construct a "diversely collaborative, layered connection, and
categorized implementation" support mechanism for discipline and major settings adjustments, achieving deep integration of the
education chain, talent chain, and industry chain.

Key words: discipline and program structures adjustment; higher education; discipline construction; national
strategic demand
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