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The "Top—notch” Paradox of the Graduate Recommendation System

Huang Yating, Pan Rentong

Abstract: Since the operation of the graduate student recommendation and exemption system, it has pro-
vided a large number of outstanding top— notch talents in China's endeavor to build a powerful country
through education. It is not only an important measure to improve the quality of graduate admissions but
also an integral part of the graduate admission system in China. The selection and cultivation of "top—
notch innovative talents" has become a crucial policy and mission of the graduate recommendation sys-
tem in the new era. By constructing an integrated student development analysis framework based on Gid-
dens structuration theory and student development theory, and following a logic chain of motivation—
process—outcome, in— depth inferviews with the graduate recommendation candidates are conducted
from a "meaning— interpretation” perspective. This helps to deeply depict the interactive landscape be-
tween the graduate recommendation candidates and the system, analyze the rational cognition and be-
havioral strategies of the candidates fowards the system, and critically reflect on the talent selection and
cultivation effectiveness of the graduate recommendation system. The study reveals that when graduate
recommendation candidates intferact with the system, they exhibit a threefold institutional discrepancy
referred to as the "top—notch" paradox where motivation triggers rational choices, "intemnal competition”
rules restrict learning strategies, and system goals of "top—notch innovation" are deviated. To optimize
the graduate recommendation system, changes are needed in terms of principles, mechanisms, and me-
ta—assessment. It is necessary to innovate the evaluation concept of "top—notch innovation”, establish
diverse and free evaluation mechanisms, and enhance meta—assessment of the talent evaluation system.
Key words: graduate recommendation system; fop — notch innovative talents; "top — notch" paradox;
student development theory
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