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(RERE:KBE BERE B3 FEE)

Differences in Attention Allocation of Local Governments’
Digital Education Policies and Governance Pathways

LI Hailong' , CHEN Cuirong” , CUI Hongyan’, ZHANG Yajing'

(1. School of Public Administration, China University of Geosciences, Wuhan 430074, China;
2. Education Research Institute, China University of Geosciences, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract ; The differences in attention allocation reflect the policy thinking and work priorities of local
governments in the development of digital education. Accelerating the coordinated promotion of the
education digitization strategy requires attention to and research into the governance logic behind it. Based
on 248 digital education policy texts issued by local governments from 2000 to 2023, a three—dimensional
analytical framework of “policy tools—policy content—key process areas” was constructed. Content analysis
was employed to explore the spatial differences in attention allocation among localities and attempt to
uncover the governance paths of local governments. The study found that there are significant differences in
the spatial allocation of attention in China’s digital education policies, with the degree of digital education
construction showing a trend of diftusion and gradual decline from the eastern region to the central and
western regions. Fundamentally, the policy environment acts as an external factor driving the evolution and
diffusion of digital education policies, administrative preferences function as institutional factors shaped by the
interplay of bureaucratic systems and incentive signals, and value concepts constitute internal motivations
influencing government attention allocation. Combined with the local digital education governance
innovation model, future governance efforts should break through the linear limitations of policy texts and
promote the systematic reconstruction of policy networks, improve the structure of policy tools and innovate
inter—provincial education support models, reaffirm the mission of education policies and transform the value
concepts of policy actors, striving to achieve coordinated development of local digital education.

Key words: digital education policy; differences in attention allocation; local government; allocation

mechanism; governance model
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