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Secondary and Higher Vocational Education
Ouyang He
( Hunan Academy of Educational Sciences, Changsha 410005, China )

Abstract: Based on the samples of ninety textbooks from secondary vocational schools, vocational colleges, and vocational undergraduate
universities, this research constructed a two dimensional coding framework of discipline—action orientation. It systematically analyzed the
attributes and evolution patterns of vocational curriculum. Research findings indicate that Chinese vocational curricula are neither purely action—
oriented nor discipline—oriented. They are mixed as disciplinary logic as the basis, and action—oriented as the main body. Furthermore, there
are significant differences in various course levels, majors, and categories. Specifically, 63.4% of the secondary vocational textbooks are action—
oriented. The percentage of higher vocational texthooks which are discipline—oriented rises to 54.1%. The percentage of vocational colleges’
discipline—oriented textbooks is 48.9%; 78.6% of the general education curricula are discipline—oriented, and 67.9% of the core curricula of
the major are action—oriented. Additionally, there is an issue of insufficient interdisciplinary integration in action—oriented textbooks, while
discipline—hased texthooks exhibit structural deficiencies in embedding vocational contexts. Therefore, this research proposes a double chain—
inter embedded model in order to tackle the dilemma between knowledge—based and skill-first in the traditional vocational curriculum system,
providing a solution for the comprehensive development of technical and skilled talents.

Keywords: vocational education; curriculum type; disciplinary logic; action—oriented curriculum; textbook analysis; empirical

research
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