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The Transformation of Teacher Evaluation under the Guidance of
Educator Spirit: An Analysis Based on Actor Network Theory

Guan Jiaqi
(Beijing Normal University )

Abstract: As the core of the professional ideals of teachers in the new era, the spirit of educa-
tors encompasses dimensions such as ideal beliets, moral sentiments, educational wisdom, dedicated
attitude, benevolent heart, and the pursuit of spreading education. In previous teacher evaluation
systems, these dimensions often encountered compression by instrumental rationality and simplifica—
tion through quantifiable standards, thereby losing their inherent deep humanistic care and educa-
tional significance. The existing teacher evaluation systems have made it difficult for the spirit of edu-—
cators to be realized. Against this backdrop, the spirit of educators itself, as a standard for evaluat—
ing teachers, plays a critical role in guiding the transformation of teacher evaluation, supplementing
or even replacing the existing evaluation systems, which becomes the key to the innovation of teacher
evaluation frameworks. Actor—Network Theory provides an analytical framework for transforming the
spirit of educators into teacher evaluation standards, offering solutions to the issues in previous eval-
uation systems. The transformation of the spirit of educators into teacher evaluation standards faces
multiple dilemmas, including institutional alienation, the marginalization of teachers’ roles, and the
disciplining effects of technological tools. By applying Actor—Network Theory, the translation of the
spirit of educators 1s seen as an interactive and collaborative process involving multiple actors—such
as policy documents, education administrators, teachers, and technological tools—and is completed
through the interplay of institutional, subject and technological dimensions, thus ensuring the com-
prehensive realization of the spirit of educators in teacher evaluation.

Key words: educator spirit; actor network theory; teacher evaluation; institutional translation;

technology governance



