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Abstract: During the process of preserving and rehabilitating historic districts, as the repair of traditional
scenery and improvement of dwelling circumstances, gentrification frequently emerges in these areas. This essay
will introduce related theories on gentrification in foreign countries, thus analyzing and summarizing models of
preserving and rehabilitating historic districts and basic features of gentrification in China. Although gentrification
helps reserve physical forms on districts and extend historical landscape, yet it is bad for maintaining social network
on districts and passing down intangible heritage. Historic districts always serve for urban wage earners or even
the poor; gentrification will exacerbate social stratification and spatial separation, thus leading to all kinds of social
contradictions, which count against the building of a harmonious society. Therefore, the public should be involved
in history protection; combine the project of preserving and rehabilitating historic districts and the building of
housing security system together, thus realizing an entire revival of historic districts.
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